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Hey	ya'll,	I	bought	a	Towmotor	540S	forklift.	I	need	help	finding	the	manufacture	date.	I	was	told	by	a	retired	Towmotor	employee	that	they	were	acquired	by	Caterpilar	in	1968.	After	the	takeover	Towmotors	were	issued	Caterpilars	serial	number	code.	The	540	model	was	manufactured	fro	1971	to	1980.	Can	anyone	out	there	shine	some	light	on
this?	Here's	my	Towmotor's	info	...	Model	#	540S6024	Serial	#	540S0386	And	I	found	this	stamped	on	the	front	near	the	s/n...E8	9979?	Any	insite	would	be	greatly	appreciated.	Thanks!	not	to	highjack	this	thread	but	i	have	a	TOWMOTOR	LT48	AND	I'M	TRYING	TO	ID	THE	ENGINE	AND	YEAR	OF	LIFT	HERE	ARE	THE	NUMBERS	OFF	THE
FRONT/COWL	OF	THE	LIFT	LT48	17780	D10191	WG1299	A	ONLINE	MANUAL	SAYS	ENGINE	IS	SUPPOSED	TO	BE	CONTINENTAL	Y	112	ANY	HELP	WOULD	BE	GREAT.	I'd	almost	bet	it's	a	Continental	of	some	sort.	If	the	engine	is	a	flat	head,	it's	a	Continental.	There	should	be	a	tag	on	the	engine	that	tells	what	model	it	is.	init	text	test'
id=testdiv3>AJAX	TEST	{{jsonData['products'].Data[0].SERIES_ID}}	Related	Articles:	What	year	is	my	Toyota	forklift?	Locating	Toyota	forklift	serial	number.	Q:	How	do	I	decode	my	Toyota	forklift	model	number?	A:	There’s	no	denying	it:	Toyota	forklift	model	numbers	can	be	complicated.	Each	class	of	Toyota	lift	truck	has	a	model	number	of	a
different	length	and	is	interpreted	in	a	different	way.	Things	can	get	confusing.	Hopefully,	however,	the	diagrams	below	may	help	in	properly	reading	your	Toyota	forklift	model	number.	This	diagram	includes	information	for	forklifts	of	classes	I,	II,	II	stand-up	electric	rider,	III,	IV,	and	V.	Notice	that	there	are	nine	sections	on	the	diagram,	but	not	all
classes	have	information	in	their	model	numbers	for	each	section.	In	these	cases,	the	sections	that	are	“not	present”	for	your	forklift’s	class	are	simply	skipped.	To	see	an	example	of	how	to	use	the	diagram,	look	at	the	second	image.	Click	either	image	below	to	see	a	larger	version.	A	PDF	version	of	the	main	diagram	available	for	download	is	also
attached	below.	A	PDF	version	of	this	diagram	is	available	for	download	here:	Toyota	forklift	model	codes	diagram	by	Intella	Below	is	the	example	of	decoding	a	class	IV	forklift	with	model	number	42-8FGCU25.	CLASS	WARFARE:		In	the	forklift	industry	when	you	hear	the	term	“class”	mentioned,	it	may	mean	two	different	things.	ITA	forklift	class:	
ITA	(Industrial	Truck	Association)	created	a	class	system	for	the	type	of	forklift.		Class	1	is	electric	rider,	class	4	is	cushion	sit	down	engine	powered,	etc.		That’s	not	to	be	confused	with	carriage	class.		Class	3	forklift	forks	could	fit	on	an	ITA	class	4	forklift.		Confused	yet?				Just	ask	for	clarification.		Is	the	person	or	website	referring	to	forklift	type
class	or	carriage	class.	Once	you	have	your	model	number,	visit	our	Toyota	Forklift	Parts	Manual	to	get	the	parts	you	need.	Post	by	Intella	Parts	Company,	LLC	Many	products	you	have	in	your	home	have	unique	serial	numbers	printed	on	them.	Companies	assign	serial	numbers	to	their	products.	If	you	ever	have	to	contact	a	company	regarding	a
product,	one	of	the	first	things	you’ll	need	to	do	is	provide	the	serial	number	of	the	item.What’s	a	Serial	NumberA	serial	number	is	a	unique	string	of	numbers	and	letters	assigned	to	a	product	or	item.	You	could	compare	a	serial	number	to	a	fingerprint,	in	that	each	number	is	uniquely	tied	to	a	specific	item	to	identify	it.	Depending	on	the	item,	a
serial	number	might	be	stamped	onto	a	product	sticker,	engraved	into	metal	or	embedded	into	an	electronic	device.	Serial	numbers	can	even	be	connected	to	the	purchaser,	in	the	case	of	software	programs.It’s	possible	to	use	tools	or	programs	to	generate	serial	numbers.	These	tools	create	random	codes	in	batches,	which	can	then	be	assigned	to
products.	With	the	assignment	of	serial	numbers,	it’s	necessary	to	record	each	assignment	to	track	the	products.	Then,	the	serial	numbers	will	enable	management	of	inventory	or	products	that	are	sold.Typical	Uses	of	Serial	NumbersManufacturers	use	serial	numbers	to	track	merchandise,	often	for	quality	control	purposes.	Serial	numbers	can	make
it	possible	to	recall	products	when	necessary.	The	manufacturer	would	publish	a	list	of	serial	numbers,	possibly	also	contacting	purchasers	if	contact	information	is	kept	on	file.Serial	numbers	connected	to	software	enable	manufacturers	to	limit	the	number	of	installations	performed	for	each	product.	Installation	of	the	software	registers	it	with	the
manufacturer,	who	can	then	block	any	further	installations	from	occurring.Serial	numbers	are	also	useful	for	managing	warranties.	After	purchase,	manufacturers	will	require	that	consumers	register	products	by	providing	serial	numbers.	Then,	if	a	consumer	wants	to	initiate	a	warranty	request,	it	will	be	necessary	to	provide	the	date	of	purchase	and
serial	number.Internal	Use	of	Serial	NumbersInternally,	a	company	can	use	serial	numbers	to	manage	inventory.	When	tools	or	equipment	are	used,	the	company	can	identify	and	track	when	and	where	the	equipment	is	used	to	make	sure	it	is	returned	to	storage.Tips	for	Finding	Serial	NumbersLocating	a	serial	number	can	be	challenging.	If	you	have
an	appliance	or	a	hardware	device,	look	on	the	bottom	or	back	of	the	item.	You’ll	usually	find	a	sticker	with	the	model	number	and	serial	number	printed	on	it.	Sometimes	serial	numbers	are	engraved	in	metal	too.	For	software	installed	with	a	CD,	look	on	the	CD	case	or	in	the	packaging	to	find	the	serial	number.	Sometimes	serial	numbers	are	also
embedded	in	the	product	information	of	the	software.	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET	Note:	If	you’re	looking	to	locate	your	Yale	forklift	serial	number,	check	out	our	guide	here.		Yale	forklift	serial	numbers	Q:	How	do	I	decode	my	Yale	forklift	serial	number?	A:	Yale	forklift	serial	numbers	consist	of	four	parts,	and	each	part	gives
information	about	the	lift	truck	to	which	the	serial	number	is	assigned.	These	four	parts	are	the	design	series,	the	manufacturing	plant,	the	sequence	of	manufacture,	and	the	year	of	manufacture	of	the	lift	truck.	This	system	of	numbering		has	been	in	place	since	1995.	(If	these	instructions	look	familiar,	it	is	because	Yale	and	Hyster	forklift	serial
numbers	are	interpreted	the	same	way.	Another	blog	post	covers	the	basics	of	reading	Hyster	serial	and	model	codes.)	Part	1:	This	section	should	be	a	combination	of	letters	and	numbers.	This	sequence	refers	to	the	design	series	and	model	of	the	forklift,	according	to	the	table	to	the	right.	Click	the	table	for	a	larger	image.	Part	2:	This	section	should
be	a	single	letter.	It	identifies	the	manufacturing	plant,	as	described	below.	•		A	=	Irvine,	Scotland	•		B	=	Craigavon,	Northern	Ireland	•		D	=	Danville,	IL,	USA	•		E	=	Nijmegen,	The	Netherlands	•		F	=	Flemington,	NJ,	USA	•		G	=	government	contracts	•		L	=	Lenoir,	NC,	USA	•		N	=	Greenville,	NC,	USA	•		R	=	OBU,	Japan	(OBU-SHI,	Aichi-Ken,	474	IT)
•		S	=	Sulligent	Mfg	Plant;	Sulligent,	AL,	USA	•		T	=	Masate,	Italy	•		V	=	Berea,	KY,	USA	•		W	=	Schaeff;	Sioux	City,	IA,	USA	•		X	=	Modena,	Italy	Part	3:	This	section	should	be	a	number	sequence.	It	indicates	the	sequence	of	manufacture	at	the	manufacturing	plant	of	the	lift	truck.	The	numbering	of	production	models	for	each	plant	begins	at	1501.
Part	4:	This	last	section	should	be	a	single	letter.	It	indicates	the	year	that	the	lift	was	manufactured.	1995	began	with	letter	S,	1996	being	T,	1997	being	U,	and	etc.	The	full	alphabet	is	used,	except	for	I,	O,	and	Q.	Below	are	some	recent	years	for	reference.	•		X	=	2000														•		D	=	2006														•		K	=	2012	•		Y	=	2001														•		E	=	2007														
•		L	=	2013	•		Z	=	2002														•		F	=	2008															•		M	=	2014	•		A	=	2003														•		G	=	2009														•		N	=	2015	•		B	=	2004														•		H	=	2010	•		C	=	2005														•		J	=	2011	Notice	that,	yes,	a	letter	can	refer	to	multiple	years.	For	example,	“S”	can	refer	to	either	1995	or	2018.	Typically,	though,	you	will	be	able	to	tell	if	your	forklift	is	20
years	old	or	brand	new.	Shortcut	on	Yale	models:		If	the	model	contains	the	letter	C,	it	will	have	cushion	forklift	tires.		if	the	model	contains	the	letter	P,	it	will	have	pneumatic	forklift	tires	or	pneumatic	shaped	solid	forklift	tires.	Yale	forklift	model	numbers	Q:	How	do	I	decode	my	Yale	forklift	model	number?	A:	The	first	step	to	reading	a	Yale	forklift
model	number	is	to	understand	which	models	fall	under	which	types	of	Yale	trucks.	To	the	right	is	a	table	detailing	which	models	are	electric	three	wheels,	electric	four	wheels,	and	ICEs.	Click	the	table	for	a	larger	image.	Once	you	know	which	type	of	forklift	you	have,	use	the	following	chart	to	determine	what	the	letters	and	numbers	in	your
model	number	mean.	Click	on	the	chart	to	view	a	larger	image.	To	download	a	PDF	version	of	this	chart,	click	here:	Yale	forklift	model	codes	diagram	Intella	Looking	for	Yale	forklift	parts?	Intella	can	help.	We	have	thousands	of	parts	available	at	great	prices	and	would	be	happy	to	help	you	find	what	you’re	looking	for.	For	other	forklift	serial	number
troubleshooting,	check	out	these	other	related	blogs:		Need	Yale	forklift	parts?		Intella	is	your	source.	Post	by	Intella	Parts	Company,	LLC
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